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I irom the editor

Pioneering Pride

Pioneers were hands-on folks. Really, they had to be.
Whether it was planting crops, fixing a wagon wheel, or
butchering a buck, a true pioneer was a bonafide
workhorse and a fix-it-all. Today, we have countless
hardware stores, repair services, meat processors, gro-
cery stores, and Amazon. But nothing, and | mean noth-
ing, provides the quality and satisfaction of something
we do on our own. We can customize a tool to our liking,
and we can incorporate that one niche feature no one
seems to offer.

A good example of this occurred a few years back,
when | bought a trailer for hauling wood. Problem was,
this trailer was a basic 8x5 setup with nothing more
than low side rails and a basic bed. It didn’t even have a
loading gate.

My neighbor is retired and extremely handy, so we
teamed up to engineer the ultimate wood hauler; some-
thing that would safely contain a cord of wood. This
meant that to hold a loose pile of fresh cut wood in the
field, we needed to build a tall, steel “cage” to safely
hold a mess of irregular logs.

With this in mind, | got some steel beams from my fa-
ther-in-law’s workshop, and | bought a bunch of mesh
steel. The beams would provide the main structure for
the side frame and loading ramp. The mesh would en-
sure all “open gaps” were closed and secure, safely con-
taining all shapes and sizes of wood.

After sketching, measuring and welding, we built a
unique trailer. The loading ramp is strong and functional
and works perfectly when rolling a wheeled barrel of
wood into the bed. We also built the upper cage struc-
ture to bolt on so | could always take it off, quickly con-
verting it into an easier-to-work-with trailer for a
side-by-side or ATV.

In the end, it’s the best darned wood trailer on the
market, one that you can’t buy at the store. At least, I've
never seen one with its exact specifications.

Basically, that’s the idea behind pioneer craftsman-
ship. Where there’s a will, there’s a way, I've learned to
think. Besides, carrying out your own engineering project
keeps your mind young and fresh, stimulating that
growth and character we could always use more of.
Plus, when it’s done right, it's extremely gratifying know-
ing you’ve got something that no one else has to offer.

This leads us to this issue’s line-up of
do-it-yourself articles. At the
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top of the heap are articles
by Darryl Quidort and
Michael Veine. Both of these
guys are real modern-day pi-
oneers and personal friends
of mine. Darryl is a regular of
the magazine, and he never
seems to tire of carrying out
do-it-yourself projects. In
this issue, Quidort dis-
cusses how to make a
powder horn for your fa-
vorite black gun and how

to construct an oriole bird-
feeder for your yard. Both
are uniquely simple, yet in-
novative and practical.

Veine discusses the advantages of having your own
backcountry cabin and keeping the costs of this en-
deavor down by doing it all on your own.

Another great read comes from Charles Witosky, who
gives us 15 basic steps to customizing your own field
knife, all for only $50!

| know 20-plus years ago, a friend of mine made me a
custom knife. | selected the blade (made from ATS 34)
and the wood handle, and he did the rest. He asked me
detailed questions to make the knife exactly what |
wanted. When it was all said and done, it was superb,
easily topping any other knife I've ever used in the hunt-
ing woods, even after nearly 30 years of hunting. It just
feels right, holds an edge the way it should, and it
boasts great looks with my name etched in the middle
of the blade.

Maybe do-it-yourself projects don’t always turn out
as good as we think. Maybe we spend a lot of time and
hassle tinkering and building for no reason, when we
could just go out and buy something for cheaper with
no time and tools involved.

But, for some reason, whether it’s an illusion or not,
based on quality or mere ego, do-it-yourself seems to
be a better way to go. If nothing more, it brings us closer
to the pioneers before us, so we can live out their ways
and share in the spirit they had.

JOE BELL

jbell@engagedmediainc.com
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CALIFORNIA CONDOR CONSERVATION achieved a milestone last
hunt season with a record number of big game hunters in the
species’ core range — 91 percent in Arizona and 84 percent in Utah
— voluntarily using non-lead ammunition or removing lead-infected
gut piles from the field to prevent condors from feeding on them.

Last season, annual trapping and testing of condors from the
Arizona-Utah population revealed a slight increase in the percent
of birds with toxic blood-lead levels from the previous year which
begged the question, “Where else could condors be getting lead?”
Fifty-five of the 73 condors tested over the winter and early spring
showed unsafe levels of lead in their blood. Nearly one-third of
those birds had extreme, life-threatening toxicity levels. Over the
years, lead poisoning has accounted for just over 50 percent of all
condor deaths.

Potential sources of lead can often be pinpointed by analyzing
what is found in the dead condors’ stomachs. Of the 30 docu-
mented cases of lead-caused death in condors over the years, 21
contained evidence of ammunition in their gut, suggesting the birds
consumed animals that were shot with various types of ammuni-
tion. Two condors contained intact bullets; 12 contained fragments
like those found in big game animals shot with center-fire rifle am-
munition; and, seven contained lead bird shot, the size used for
small game including small mammals and birds.

How can you help? Even if you aren’t a big game hunter, remov-
ing gut piles or using lead alternative ammunition will greatly re-
duce the risk of harming these beautiful birds.

Nature's <<
Thermometer

IF YOU’'RE OUT IN THE WILDERNESS without a
thermometer and you want to know the tem-
perature, there’s a “natural” way to check. Find
yourself a cricket — outdoor temperatures can
actually be determined by counting their chirps.
This fact is a weird one, but it’s certainly not
new. The notion was proposed in 1897 by physi-
cist Amos Dolbear (in reverse) that outdoor
temperature would determine the number of
cricket calls one would hear. There’s a lot of for-
mulas out there but there is one that’s endorsed
by The Famer’s Almanac that is tried and true.
To convert cricket chirps to degrees
Fahrenheit, count the number of chirps in 14
seconds then add 40 to get the temperature.

Example: 30 chirps + 40 =70 F

To convert cricket chirps to degrees Celsius,
count the number of chirps in 25 seconds, divide
by 3, then add 4.

Example: 48 chirps/3+4=20C

Dr. Peggy LeMone, of the GLOBE Program, a
science education program funded by NASA,
tested this formula in October of 2007. She
found that when she counted chirps during a 15
second span and then added 37, that the result-
ing figure was actually really close to the actual
temperature of the air. But, when she adjusted
the formula by counting chirps at 13-second in-
tervals and added 40, the results were even
closer, proving the old formula accurate.

One thing to note about this formula is that
it's based around the male crickets attempt to
attract females. It only works when crickets are
around and if the temperature is above 55 de-
grees Fahrenheit — at lower temperatures crick-
ets aren’t in the mood for love.
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Urine
Attractants
Illegal?

CHRONIC WASTING DISEASE (CWD) poses a threat to
the stability of Virginia white tailed deer populations,
and unfortunately, one of the easiest ways this disease
is spread, is through urine (as well as feces and saliva).

It doesn’t degrade very fast either — CWD can stick
around in contaminated soil for years. Thus, in July 1
of this year, Virginia passed a state law banning
the use of deer urine, as an attractant, in
their fields. But this isn’t the only place
CWD scares are cropping up.

On June 30, a two-year-old
white-tailed deer in a Medina
County, Texas deer breeding fa-
cility was confirmed positive
for Chronic Wasting Disease.
This was first case of CWD
detected in captive white-
tailed deer in Texas. The
first case ever detected in
Texas was in 2012, in free-
ranging mule deer in the
Hueco Mountains in far
West Texas.

What is CWD? The dis-
ease was first recognized in
1967 in captive mule deer in
Colorado. Among cervids, it is
a progressive, fatal disease
that commonly results in al-
tered behavior as a result of mi-
croscopic changes made to the
brain of affected animals. An animal
may carry the disease for years without
outward indication, but in the latter stages,
signs may include listlessness, lowering of the
head, weight loss, repetitive walking in set pat-
terns, and a lack of responsiveness.

How can you avoid it? Although some rumors have
spread that it can affect humans, to date there is no evi-
dence that CWD poses a risk to humans or non-cervids.
However, as a precaution, the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control recommends not eating deer and elk tissues
known for harboring the CWD agent— brain, spinal cord,
eyes, spleen, tonsils and lymph nodes.

e e e

Qut of Water?
What now?

IF YOU'RE OFF THE GRID and for
one reason or another, don’t have any
water, here are some ways you can
collect it from nature.

£

1. Collect Rainwater: Place cups,
bowls, or anything else you have
that’ll gather some water and place
it outside.

2. Soak up dew with a towel: In the
early morning, lay a towel or any
other kind of absorbing fabric for
that matter, over grass. Then wring
the fabric over a bowl.

3. Use plastic bags: If you tie a large
plastic bag over a leafy branch, the
water from the leaves will evaporate
and condense in the bag.

4. Collect water with a solar still:
There are a few extra steps to this
one. First, on an inclined hill, dig
out an inner and outer oval shaped
trench. Next, place a long stick in
the center of it and fill your inner
trench with plant material. Lastly,
cover it all up with a plastic bag,
using rocks to hold it in place.
Eventually, waters will condense in-
side and pool in the outer trench.
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GOING VIRAL
The first of its kind, the
new LifeStraw Mission is
a high-volume gravity
powered water purifier
that removes viruses,
bacteria and protozoa,
making backcountry
water safe to drink. This
purifier removes 99.999
percent of viruses in-
cluded Rotavirus and
Hepatitis A, 99.9999
percent of bacteria, and
99.99 percent of proto-
z0a, and removes tur-
bidity (muddiness) up
to .02 microns. Made of
a durable waterproof
nylon roll bag with an
integrated membrane
purifier, this gizmo can

LifeStraw H#

Mission | by VESTERGAARD

LIfEEt'_l’_a'vv'ﬁ

A COTTON CARRY

Make sure your DLSR is safely secured
at your side with a cotton carrier
that’ll side holster it. This holster

purify up to 4,755 gal-
lons of water through-
out its lifetime.

comes with a sliding shoulder strap MSRP $129.95.
and built-in, sliding safety tether. Keep
it on your pants belt or backpack
waist strap without worrying about it
falling. Add your side holster to a two-
camera vest and you can upgrade
your cargo space to three. MSRP $49.

> Visit Cottoncarrier.com.

SAFE, NOT SILENT

Protect your ears while shooting and boost your
hearing ability at the same time with the Pro
Ears. These ear guards allow users to have a
normal conservation in the blind or at the
range even while they’re on, and Pro Ears
even amplifies low decibel sound to give
hunters a huge advantage in the field.
Dynamic Level Sound Compression
(DLSC) technology allows the wearer
to hear every sound even during high-
volume noise spikes. DLSC works by in-
stantly compressing all noises over the
70 dB threshold by 50 percent to a safe
level, while amplifying all sounds below
that to 70 dB. The result is the wearer will
hear everything, including conversation,
while simultaneously being protected from
dangerous, high volume sounds.
> Visit Proears.com.
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> Visit Buylifestraw.com.

ON THE HOOK

Display your trophy proudly with
a Table Hooker, a table mount
with multi-position adjustable
prong that is incorporated into
the display, providing perfectly

balanced presentation for each
species. The mount is easy to set
up and available in robust brown
or graphite black powder-coated
finishes. MSRP $59.99.
> Visit Skullhooker.com.



BLENDING IN

When it comes to camping, propane can make
things way easier. But much how the use of
propane doesn’'t quite fit with nature, the white
tank that holds it sticks out like a sore thumb. With
a mossy oak propane tank cover, your supply will
blend right in. These covers are magnetic, taking
the shape of your tank without kinks and making
them easy to apply or remove. MSRP $19.

> Visit Mossyoak.com.

SHARP SHOOTING

Test your tactical ability and hone in on targets with a Firefield
Compact Green Pistol Laser Light Combo. Designed to mount
the most compact or subcompact pistols, this laser light is a
multi-functional laser and flashlight-aiming device, featuring
an ambidextrous digital switch activation ideal for left and
right handed shooters. The laser is powered by a CR2 battery
and features three modes: laser only, flashlight only, or both.

> Visit Fire-field.com.

NO BOUNDARIES

Utilize a knife that you can take anywhere. The No Boundaries folding
knife is built for the task with a 3-way tactical pocket clip that is adapt-
able for a multitude of carry styles. The knife features a 3 34-inch modified
drop point blade that is hollow ground and constructed of 8Cr13MoV
stainless steel. A flipper extension of the blade plus an ambidextrous
thumb stud allows for fast, easy opening. MSRP $38.

> Visit Browning.com.

SMART PHONE
DIGISCOPE

Turn your iPhone 6 into a
digiscope. Use this adapter to
turn your long-range optical
devices into telephoto zoom
lenses in a single motion. The
adapter comes with an alu-
minum frame that, when sep-
arated from the adapter ring,
doubles as a protective cover for
your iPhone. The digiscoping adapter
allows iPhone 6 users to take amazing
photographs with the use of a scope,
right from their phone. Adapters are
compatible with Swarovksi Optik spot-
ting scopes and binoculars, including:
CL Companion, EL Family, SLC family,
EL range and more.

> Visit Swarovskioptik.com.
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Make Your
Own Oriole
Feeder

> By Darryl Quidort
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Oriole in place at
the author’s feeder.

Each spring my wife and I look forward to
the return of the colorful orioles and the
busy activity of the birds at our feeder.

Orioles are beautiful orange, yellow and
black birds which can be easily drawn to
your backyard bird feeder by providing
them the proper food. Eight different
species of orioles are regular summer visi-
tors to the United States and Canada. The
most common are the Baltimore Oriole and
Orchard Oriole in the East, and the
Bullock’s Oriole in the West.

All of the orioles have similar feeding
habits. Their natural diet is made up pri-
marily of insects. The birds do have a
sweet tooth however and fruits, berries
and nectar from flowers are eaten to sat-
isfy their need for sugar. They seem at-
tracted to the color orange. Fresh orange
halves will draw the birds to your feeder
but jelly is one of the most effective foods
you can offer them. Smooth grape jelly is
best but other jellies will also satisfy them.
Purchase the cheapest jelly you can find,
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“Fresh orange
halves will draw
the birds to your

feeder but jelly
isone of the
most effective
foods you can
offer them.”

but do not use sugar-free jelly because it is
the sugar that gives the birds the energy
and calories that they need.

It’s important to have the fruit or jelly
available in early spring since the orioles
first arrive in April in southern states and
early May in northern states.

After a few weeks, as insects become
more available, the birds will switch to an
insect diet and eat less of your sweet offer-
ings. Even though the fun lasts only a short
time, you will find attracting orioles to your
bird feeder a very enjoyable and anticipated
part of the spring season.

Building the Feeder

To make your own oriole feeder start with a
34 inch board 5-feet long and 6-inches
wide. Cut 2 pieces 18-inches long for the

that make up the
oriole feeder.

top and bottom of the feeder. Next, cut a
14-inch piece and split it on an angle as
shown in the diagram to make the two
sides. The angle allows for a slanted roof
on the feeder. From the remaining part of
the original board cut a 4-inch piece to be
attached on the back of the feeder so it can
be fastened to a 4x4-inch post.

Cut two holes in the 18-inch bottom
board to set the feeding dishes in so the
orioles can’t tip them over. Plastic dishes
about 4-inches in diameter make great jelly
bowls. Make sure they have a rim to hold
them securely in the hole.

Use 1°%-inch screw to assemble the pieces
of the feeder. Dirill pilot holes for the screws
to keep the boards from splitting. Leave 2
inches on each end of the feeder for a place
to attach a suet feeder or orange halves. M

This shows the
finished oriole
feeder with grape
jelly in the dishes.
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‘ ’ The author’s sur-
vival kit, left, is a bit
more involved, than the
simple Bear Grylls 8-Piece
Gerber kit. The author’s kit
was designed to remain com-

fortable and well-fed in the

woods for a couple weeks,
the Bear kit simply to

stay alive.

If you’re serious about staying
alive, you'll carry these items
anytime you leave the car.

Shortly after we earned driver’s licenses at age of 15
and were able to wander a bit more widely, a small
group of like-minded friends and | used to spend
much of our summer vacations trekking deep into
some piece of handy wilderness. Eastern New
Mexico’s White Mountain Wilderness or the nasty-
rugged Capitan Mountains were our favorites because
they were only an hour away from home, but just be-
fore graduation we began to make the 5- to 6-hour
drive west to enjoy the vast Gila and Aldo Leopold
Wilderness areas. The impetuous of these forays was
“survival,” to live off the land a couple weeks with
nothing but the clothes on our backs, a rain jacket tied
around our waists, a 6x8-foot sheet of plastic stuffed
in a pocket (or Army surplus rain poncho, which dou-
bled as rain gear), large sheath and pocket knives—
and a survival kit of our own making.

The survival-kit rules were simple — everything
had to fit into one of those plastic, screw-top Gator-
Aide containers (which | still adhere to, though a sim-
ple Ziploc or small dry bag would also suffice), which
demanded some creative packaging jobs. There were
no backpacks involved, everything hung off our belts
or was stuffed into the pockets of our surplus US
Army fatigues, which we then considered the be-all,
end-all in cutting-edge outdoor attire. There were
usually three of us and all food was pooled (mostly
trout, cottontail rabbits and assorted mushrooms
and wild plants). Admittedly, persistent rain was sel-
dom a factor during these warm summer forays,
though we did sit through some impressive, white-
flashing, booming thunderstorms.

It’s important to stress that enjoying such adven-
tures requires a pretty thorough knowledge of a par-
ticular region’s eatable vegetation and fungus, as you
can get yourself into serious trouble eating the wrong
plants and mushrooms. We were pretty obsessed
about that stuff, investing lawn-mowing and trap-
ping money in books on the subject and testing our
identification skills during weekend camping trips
with friends and family. All of us grew up trapping as
well, so we knew how to capture small animals with
simple traps.
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The Contents & Why
& Waterproof/Windproof matches
and several birthday candles. Fire is
a pretty basic necessity to everyday
life in the wilderness. Even on those
mid-summer forays it could get
pretty chilly during the night, espe-
cially if a thundershower had swept
through and dumped a half-inch of
rain to cool things down. Get caught
away from cover and the slightest
bit wet while out gathering food and
without fire, hypothermia was pretty
much assured. Besides, would you
really want to eat a raw rabbit, or
even a trout (which doesn’t carry
diseases)? A solid means of starting
fire is the basis of any viable survival
kit (see last month’s Survival 101 col-
umn, Fire, for more ideas).
# Light snares. My survival kits al-
ways included several light snares,
as this is how nearly all of the rab-
bits and squirrels we ate originated.
See a cottontail dive into a hollow
log? Set a snare and come back to
collect him in a few hours. Instant
dinner! See a rock squirrel ducking in
and out of a crack in a cliff? Rock
squirrel isn’t so bad when you're
hungry enough.

| made my own snares at home
from woven picture-frame wire and
thin, 1/2-inch washers bent into an L
shape and holes drilled in opposing
sides. The “long” end of the L was
the anchor end, the short side, the
slide/locking mechanism. | made
them about 2-foot long with a loop
in the end. Loop the snare around a
sapling and back through itself to
anchor it; hang it so it hits a
rabbit/squirrel in the middle of their
chest, and when they run through, it
automatically closes around their
neck. The slightest struggle only
tightens the noose.
» 50-feet fishing line, hooks and
weights. Somewhat conveniently,
all of our survival adventures were
conducted on or near prime trout
streams (though we did lots of ex-
ploring of outlaying areas for future
hunting reference). This assured we
would eat, in fact, that we would eat
quite well. It really wasn’'t much of a
challenge to rig a fishing pole of a
long, springy willow branch, add
about 10-feet of line, tie on a hook,
pinch on a sinker and grub a worm or
chase down a grasshopper for bait. It

was just a matter of stalking within
reach of a good hole and dropping
the bait in and promptly flipping a
flopping trout onto the bank. Should
we hang up, we waded in after this
all-important gear.

» 2-square-feet of aluminum foil. Of
course, you can cook a trout over a
fire by skewering it on a sharpened
stick and holding it to the flames. But
stuffing a few trout with sliced mush-
rooms, wild celery and onions, adding
a pinch of salt and pepper, wrapping
them in foil and laying them carefully
over a bed of coals to roast resulted in
a much tastier dinner. You could al-
most make a rock squirrel eatable,
cooked in this manner, or at least ten-
der enough to chew.

# Salt & pepper. Trout, fire-roasted
rabbits and squirrels taste much bet-
ter with salt and pepper. This is more
a luxury than a necessity.

» 30-feet parachute cord. This
transformed the aforementioned
plastic sheeting or poncho into cozy
shelter on wilderness survival forays.
Tie a ridge cord between two conve-
niently-spaced trees, wad a smooth
stone into each corner and tie off on
a carved wooden stake to secure the
corners. This helped keep us safe
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from evening thundershowers,
morning dew and even man-eating
black bears.

We also invariably carved bows
and arrows on these forays, using
the parachute cord to create bow-
strings. Admittedly, during almost a
dozen trips into wilderness | killed
exactly one rabbit with such bows,
and only because | was presented
with a bunny that was obviously
severely mentally challenged, or
maybe bent on suicide. Though I'd
like to believe | could now whittle a
better bow, having since fashioned
primitive bows with which I've killed
big game.

From a first-aid standpoint, para-
chute cord has many practical uses,
from splint material to tourniquets.
» Space blanket. On most summer

nights we simply slept in our clothes.

But there were those nights, espe-
cially if we had hiked up into some
high summit, peak or pass just to
enjoy the view and watch the sun
come up the following morning,
when a space blanket really did con-
stitute survival. A space blanket
does not mean comfort when tem-
peratures fall below 45, but they will
keep you alive.

Gerber offers
the Bear Grylls 8
Piece survival kit,
a compact kit in-
cluding water-
proof zippered
bag, Gerber
Paraframe Mini
Knife, emergency
whistle, fire
starter, water-
proof matches,
snare wire, cord,
cotton ball/fire
tender and
Priorities of
Survival pocket
guide.

Here are the
basics for start-
ing fire contained
in the author’s
personal survival
kit, left toright:
match book (for
striker), birthday
candles, mini bu-
tane lighter
(wrappedin3
feet of Gorilla
Tape for various
uses) and water-
proof matches.

. The knife is the
bases of any sur-
vival kit. The au-
thor likes to carry
two, a larger
sheath knife for
chopping and
cutting—like this
sturdy Steel Will
Druid—and a
smaller folding
knife for dressing
game—like this
open-assist,
locking Utilitac 1-
A from Ontario
Knife Company.



Basic shelter to keep you dry in rain or
snow is easily fashioned from a small sheet
of plastic and stout parachute cord. A ridge
line is created between two trees, corners
tied and staked to secure from wind.

To secure the corners of his plastic lean-
two the author ties a slip loop, wads a stone
or small pine cone in the corner and draws it
tight. This prevents the plastic from tearing
but will hold tight in wind.

Erecting shelter to stay dry in the rain or
from morning dew and staying warm from
night chill requires no more than plastic
sheeting and rope to build a lean-two, and a
space blanket to wrap in at night. Of course
a knife makes building shelter easier.

The author added a few odds and ends to
his personal survival kit such as a mini
hotel sewing kit to repair damaged cloth-

ing, sample packs of antibiotic, hydrocorti-
sone and burn-treatment ointments and a
few bandages.

Small game such as squirrels and rabbits
are easily captured with simple snares, a
small amount of woodcraft and being ob-
servant while outside. The author observed
a squirrel enter this stump hole, setting a
snare to capture it for dinner.

Securing food is a large part of survival.
The author’s kit includes 3-square-feet of
aluminum foil for cooking fish or small
game, water-purification tabs for safe
water, fish hooks and weights, monofila-
ment fishing line, snares and small packets
of salt and pepper.

Kept handy in a fatigue pocket
they regularly served as temporary
shelter when an isolated thunder-
shower overtook us far from camp.

# 3-feet of duct tape. Duct tape can
be used to fix anything, including a
rip in your lean-two shelter, or your
rain gear. It can be used to fashion a
splint in the event of a broken limb,
an instant tourniquet to stop bleed-
ing, a crude bandage or backing for a
primitive bow. | still carry duct tape
on any outdoor outing, more specifi-
cally super-tough Gorilla Tape, wrap-
ping it around a disposable lighter
for easy storage and giving me an
additional source of fire.

= Compact sewing kit. You never
know what you may need to sew,
even in a strictly survival situation.
Something like a button falling off
your pants in the wilderness can turn
a simple sewing kit into a real
Godsend. Rip your shirt on a sharp
stick. Sew it up. Very little space, so
many uses.

& Water-purification tabs (modern
addition). When we were kids we
would simply belly down and drink
straight from the same creeks we
caught trout from. | don’t know if I've
grown soft, or more germs have
been introduced to our environment,
but | wouldn’t think of drinking

straight out of even the most remote
wilderness creek today. Today | use
water-purification tabs to make safe
water in my Gatorade cup. It only
takes a single bout of some nasty
stomach ailment (mine occurred in
Alaska during a 20-day float trip
with no chance of early retrieval) to
disabuse you of the notion of owning
a cast-iron stomach.

» Few bandages, sample packs an-
tibiotic cream. Inevitably on our fre-
quent summer outings someone
would inflict a minor wound while
pounding a lean-to stake into hard
ground with a rock, skinning a rabbit
or gutting a trout in the dark, just for
instance. We weren’t exactly living
by an ideal hygiene regimen. The
first-aid cream and bandages likely
staved off several nasty bouts with
infection.

The purest survivalists we wor-
shipped in my youth insisted all you
needed to survive was a knife. I've no
doubt that’s entirely possible, given
enough woods craft and the right
habitat. But we managed more than
basic survival on those trips of our
youth. We managed to live pretty
comfortably and eat fairly well for a
group of boys with no more gear
than we could easily stuff into the
pockets of military fatigues. mp
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IF YOU THINK YOUR
HOUSE IS TOO
SMALL, TRY ONE OF

THESE ON FOR SIZE.
By Larry Schwartz

or a variety of reasons
more and more people
of all age groups are
drawn to the idea of
living a simpler life in
a dwelling than society looks at as
the norm. People who are in a
transitional point in their lives
seem to be those who are most
drawn to the tiny house concept,
or the tiny life and many refer to
it. Twenty-somethings, just out of
college and looking for their first
place, like the idea of not joining
the ranks of the house poor by
tying themselves down to house
and a mortgage that takes up a
third of their income. Couples ap-
proaching retirement enjoy the
flexibility a mobile tiny house
gives them for travel and how it
can help them extend their retire-
ment income. But first, let’s look
at what a tiny house is and isn’t.
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WHAT IS A TINY HOUSE
The typical family house is approximately 2,400
square feet in size and between one and three
levels. It often has a separate room for each
purpose, such as eating or visiting or sleeping
or hobbies, which often go unused but are still
heated and furnished on a daily basis. In con-
trast, a tiny house is a small structure built to
not be larger than is needed, making maximum
use of its available space and creating spaces
that can serve more than one purpose. It is
often one-tenth to one-sixth the size of a nor-
mal house. They range in size from 100 to 400
square feet for a “tiny house” to 400 to 1,000
square feet for a “small house.” The key is to
keep it as small as possible while meeting your
needs. As a result many people who want a tiny
house often go to 500 or 600 square feet be-
cause they need more space to accommodate
multiple children or pets, or because they live
in colder climates and clothing takes up more
storage space because of its bulk and variety of
items needed. The goal is to make it just big
enough, but no bigger than you need.

Many people think that just because tiny
homes are known for being less expensive that

they are simple and plain looking. This is defi- o
nitely not the case. As you can see from the ac- %h:gc-""“'”" s
companying pictures, you can make your tiny o :% Rt e,
(or small) home as simple, fancy or decorative |2 2 b :
as you want. Many new tiny home owners bring g :

things from their existing homes and integrate H 3 ———l

them into the design of their tiny home.
Also, your tiny house does not need to be (above) While tiny houses The world of the “house poor” does not apply

what you would typically think of as a house. are often built on a trailer, to them. Rather than spending their evenings
or on a pair of trailers, due

People living the tiny lifestyle have constructed to zoning restrictions or and weekends keeping up the property they
their simpler, smaller homes from small houses the need to build it in one would rather be out doing things and exploring
built on trailers, railroad cars, hunter cabins, state and use it in another, the world.
old school buses, or watercraft like houseboats ;:::g':;: ;’:::'eb‘:':e:'i‘:‘ Others prefer to live closer to the earth and
or sailboats or power boats. place and the area around want to live a green existence in a green domi-
And although 400 square feet does not sound it landscaped to turn it cile. They much prefer to be entertained by
like much, it is more than one would think. into what looks like a per- reading a good book or watching the sun set
* A typical foot shipping container is 8 x 20 or ansatinstalistion: from their porch rather than occupying their
160 square feet (opposite) Because of their minds with what they can see on their smart-
e The typical college dorm room that you lived growing popularity and phone, television, or laptop computer.
in with a roommate is 12’ x 19’, or 228 squar '::::?:: :::: :‘:i‘s'?n?;:' But, the biggest reason that many tiny house
feei.:. . ) fourteen houses under owners mentlon is the ﬁnanmal fregdom that
¢ A single-wide one bedroom modular home is construction near Deep comes with owning and living in a tiny house.
13’ x 40’ or 520 square feet Creek Lake in Maryland, Instead of living in a house that comes with a
are cropping up all over monthly mortgage payment of $1,000 or more
WHY SHOULD YOU MOVE INTO R ) their mortgage payment is more like $100-$200,
A TINY HOUSE if they even have a mortgage payment. Some
Many people, especially those in their 20s and tiny owners integrated utilities into their design
30s really like the idea of not devoting a big that did not require them to draw from the
part of their life to maintaining a large home or power or utility grid so they don’t have to pay
don't feel the need to have a big house. They those bills. As a result, they have the money to
much prefer having just enough to meet their pursue their passions or just travel and explore
needs so they are not tied down by their house. their world.
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“The biggest reason that many tiny house owners
mention is the financial freedom that comes with

owning and

WHO SHOULD MOVE INTO A TINY HOUSE

Mimi Zeiger, author of “Tiny Houses” offers

several psychological profiles of people who

love and want to live in tiny spaces.

e The Walden — the minimizer, simplifier and
environmentally conscious.

e The DIY - the person who wants control over
everything, even building their own home

e The Cuteness — the person who just loves ev-
erything in miniature

e The Puzzler — the one who wants to jam as
much functional stuff into as small a space as
possible.

It definitely does take a certain kind of per-
sonality to live in a tiny house. Those who are
most satisfied with their decision to live their
lives simply by moving to a much smaller home:
e Like to keep things organized, or can live in
an environment where everything has a place
to go and everything is kept in its place.

¢ Don’t have the need to have a bunch of pos-
sessions, rather they are satisfied with having
what they need and prefer experiences over
possessions.

e Have some basic skills in terms of home re-
pairs and maintenance.

e Like things that are multitaskers or that can
fold away and be stored when not in use like
beds for dinner tables.

e Want to reduce their level of debt by avoiding
buying large possessions and paying a large
mortgage.

e Have a desire to help the environment by
consuming fewer resources and by reducing
their carbon footprint.

e Would rather spend their money on living life
than paying bills and “keeping up with the
Joneses.”

BARRIERS TO THE TINY HOUSE LIFE
Once you decide the tiny life is for you there
are some challenges that you will face, three to
be precise. The three main obstacles that any-
one considering the tiny lifestyle and building a
tiny house will need to face and overcome are:
e How to pay for it: Because a tiny home is not
considered an actual home in many areas due
to zoning and building codes it can be diffi-
cult to get a mortgage or loan to pay for the

living in a tiny house.”

COMPANIES
THAT BUILD
AND DESIGN
TINY HOMES

The following companies have
earned a good reputation in the
tiny house community:

> Tumbleweed Tiny House
Company at
www.TumbleweedHouses.Com

> Dan Louche at
www.TinyHomeBuilders.Com

> Four Lights at
www.FourLightsHouses.Com

>Humble Homes at
www.Humble-Homes.Com

> Hobbitat at
www.HobbitatSpaces.Com
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construction, even if the amount is relatively
small. As a result many new tiny home buyers
or builders will dip into savings, get loans
from friends and family, delay the construc-
tion until they have enough to do it all, or
stretch out the construction in phases so that
they can begin one phase while raising or sav-
ing they funds for the next phase.

e Where to put it: Due to zoning regulations
and building codes you may not be able to
just park your trailer based tiny house on a
lot that you own. Or, you may not be able to
set it down on the ground as a permanent
structure, also due to some part of the zoning
or building regulations. So, read the regula-
tions and look at your options. Oftentimes
you can make it work by just doing things
slightly differently, such as putting your tiny
home on a trailer or building a permanent
structure to go alongside of it on the lot. Read
the code and figure out what you can do to
make it work, but read it before you decide to
build or live there.

e Complying with local laws and regulations:
Most building codes require at least one room
with 120 square feet and another room with
70 square feet if it is going to be classified as
a permanent dwelling. So, some of the
smaller tiny house floor plans will not work.
For this reason, many people opt for a floor-
plan of 400 or more square feet to ensure the
rooms are large enough to meet the various
requirements of the building code in their
area. Always check with the local code as
they change from location to location.
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The simplicity of design
found in most tiny homes
makes them a natural for
modular construction or
pre-fabrication. This in
turn makes it a good
choice for someone who
wants to build the house
themselves.

“Every-
thing
from
space
under the
stairs or
under
seating
areas
can be
used for
storage.”
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DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS

The design you use for your tiny house is the
most important aspect of your initial planning.
It ensures that your new home will work as you
want it to, or it can ensure that it fails miser-
ably. Here are some things to keep in mind as
you develop your design:

e Before you do any design work, use the 365
day rule to figure out what you really do
need from all the possessions you have in
your existing house. Take a week and go
through every room in your current home,
one room per day, and look at everything. If
you have not used something in the past year
then you don’t need it and it should be
placed in a pile for things that won’t make it
into the tiny house.

Use tape on the ground to outline the outside
of your floorplan and then the walls you plan
to put up. This will help you visualize how
much, or how little, room your design will
give you and if you can work, live, and play in
that space.

Think about everything you plan to do in the
house from work to play to eating to running
a home-based business. Identify all the things
you will need to do these activities and then
figure out where you can do them and where
you can store the items you need to perform
the activity. This will give you a much more
realistic idea of how much room you really
do need.

Make maximum use of any empty space as
storage space. Everything from space under
the stairs or under seating areas can be used
for storage. Space along the roofline where
the wall meets the ceiling can also be turned
into storage areas with cabinets or shelving.
Space on the walls in working areas like the
kitchen or office can be fitted with cabinets
or shelves or just hooks to keep frequently
used items within easy reach.

Furniture can and should be looked at in
terms of how it can be moved out of the way
or serve multiple purposes. For example,
beds can easily be stored vertically against a
wall to give more floor space during the day
or stored under something else like a couch.
Your dining table can fold up against the wall
or fold flat for storing under something or
against a dividing wall.

Remember that you are not limited to just
what can fit inside of 8.5x20 feet, you can
have two buildings, or incorporate exterior
decks or patios into your design.

TELLING THE STORY OF TINY HOUSES

As interest in the Tiny House Movement grew
the cable television networks took notice and
developed some series on tiny houses. The nice
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thing about these series is that it gives the
viewers a chance to see the wide variety of
ways you can build a tiny house, the design fea-
tures that you should keep in mind, and how
much livable space you can incorporate into
just a few hundred square feet. The descrip-
tions below of the shows currently on the air,
drawn from their websites, give you an idea of
what the shows are about and of the tiny house
movement.
¢ Tiny House Nation, on FYI, follows renova-
tion experts and hosts, John Weisbarth and
Zack Giffin, as they travel across America to
show off ingenious small spaces and the in-
ventive people who live in them, as well as
help new families design and construct their
own mini-dream home in a space no larger
than 500 square feet. From a micro-apartment
in New York City to a caboose car turned
home in Montana to a micro-sized mobile A
home for road tripping — this is a series that Bll.lsc both succesaralinng
celebrates the exploding movement of tiny ctional is to make use of
homes. From pricey to budget friendly, “Tiny : all available space, like
House Nation” is not a typical design show, tting shelving in tHESRERE
but one that proves size doesn’t always mat- Race DIV You L

e o adding storage containers
ter — it’s creativity that counts. under the bed or couch.
q

’ Wall space is put " .
| togood use for : v W - g

storing items 1) J n—— . - g
used on a daily , : s
basis in the
kitchen.Placinga’
mirror on the door
to the pantl’ pro-
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24 | MODERN PIONEER | OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2015



¢ Tiny House Builders, on Home & Garden
Television (HGTV), follows Derek Diedricksen
who doesn’t just make Tiny Houses, he cre-
ates micro masterpieces out of salvaged mate-
rials. Located in some of the world’s most
beautiful and at times treacherous locations,
he prides himself on building the tiniest of
structures that make the most of their sur-
roundings. Viewers will follow along as this
master miniature craftsman constructs par-
adise living in just a few hundred square feet.
Tiny House Hunters, also on HGTV, follows
home seekers across the country as they look
to downsize, way down. They'll check out
three unique streamlined houses under 600
square feet before deciding on the perfect
compact kingdom to call home. When it
comes to choosing one and making an offer,
will they join the tiny house movement or
stick with wide-open spaces? Viewers will be
on the edge of their seats waiting to see what
these Tiny House Hunters ultimately decide.

In addition to the television series above,
Merete Mueller and Christopher Smith made a
documentary called “Tiny: A Story About Living
Small” that captures their journey as they de-
veloped the concept for and built their tiny
house. You can download it or order it on her
website at tiny-themovie.com.

So, now that we have dispelled the myth that
some folks believe that the tiny life is just for
commune dwellers or the anti-social, take a
look at it as a real and viable alternative for
how you are living now. Another way of think-
ing about a tiny home is like a fixed in place
travel trailer that has more of the amenities of
home in it but not all the work that goes with
it. Think like Goldilocks as she checked things
out in the Three Bears’ cabin and skip the
dwellings that are “much too big” or “much too
small” and go with the one that is “just right”
for you and your needs. mp

Just because your
life is simpler does
not mean that your

home needs to be

plain. Your tiny
homes interior can
be as plain or as de-

= & tailed as you want.

USEFUL
WEBSITES

Check out these websites to learn
more about the tiny house move-
ment, what it is, where it is going,
and how you can fit into it:

- www.SmallHouseSociety.Net

- www.TheTinyLife.Com

- www.TinyHouseChat.Com

- www.TinyHouseMarketplace.Com
- www.TinyHouseTalk.Com
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y-Fishin
Made Simple

-

DON'T LET FLY-FISHING INTIMIDATE YOU. HERE ARE FIVE BASIC
STEPS TO LEARN THIS ART AND START CATCHING FISH.

By Darryl Quidort

OONER OR LATER ALMOST EVERY-

ONE WHO ENJOYS FISHING BE-

COMES INTERESTED IN FLY

FISHING. If you have been wanting

to learn to fly fish, but didn’t know
where to start, this article may simplify
things. Each year, many people take up the
sport and find it is an effective way to catch a
wide variety of fish species. In reality though,
it is more than that; fly fishing involves a
change from just catching fish to catching
them in a more satisfying way.

Fly fishing differs from other methods of
fishing and those differences may make it
seem harder or mysterious. Once the basics of
fly fishing are understood, the mystery is
solved. Mastering the basics is surprisingly
easy and, for the fisherman, it opens up a
wealth of new horizons in skill, challenge and
satisfaction.
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The main difference between fly fishing
and regular fishing is in the way the lure is
delivered. In regular fishing you cast the
weight of the lure and the light, monofila-
ment line is carried out behind that momen-
tum. A fly is too light to be cast this way. In
fly fishing you cast the weight of the fly line
and the fly feet of brightly colored fly line in
the air, looks like poetry in motion. The secret
to that poetry is in the balance of his equip-
ment. Although skill and practice are cer-
tainly involved, it is the proper matching of
the rod, reel, and line that makes fly fishing
easy. Poorly matched gear makes fly casting
awkward and clumsy and has caused many
people to give up on fly fishing. Selecting a
properly balanced fly fishing outfit is impera-
tive. The following five steps will help you
solve the mystery of choosing a proper fly
fishing outfit for your type of fishing.




“Watchingan
experienced angler
effortlessly waving
his long, limber fly
rod and keeping 40
“"feet of brightly _
colored fly linein .é-
the arr, looks llke ,»
poetry in motlon
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Know What You’re Fishing For

First, ask yourself what kind of fishing you
plan to do. You can then choose gear to fit
your needs. An outfit balanced for panfish
won’t handle a big marlin. Luckily, the
American Fishing Tackle Manufacturers
Association (AFTMA) has taken the mystery
out of matching up fly fishing equipment by
using a numbering system. Fly lines are num-
bered from 1 to 15 by weight, with 1 being the
lightest and 15 the heaviest. A heavier line re-
quires a bigger, heavier rod to cast it. Fly rods
are numbered with corresponding numbers to
match the weight of line they will cas